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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER

David MacLehose

I am sorry that over a year has passed since the last Newsletter was published.
That does not reflect any reduction in our activities – far from it. It is simply that
too few hands are available to promote the activities of Perth Civic Trust as is
required. As the saying goes willing hands make light work. If you can assist
or know of anyone who could offer a pair of hands, do please let me know. To
keep up to date with Trust activities, news and information please do as you
will for other of your interests by visiting the Perth Civic Trust website at
www.perthcivictrust.org.uk.
Marjorie Howat once again is organising an outing on Thursday September
27th to the Dovecot Tapestry Studio in the Old Town of Edinburgh. On
Sunday, 14th October at 2pm, meeting at the Old Academy, Rose Terrace,
Marjorie will lead a one hour walk. A booking form for the outing is included
with this newsletter.
Perth Civic Trust would love to see more heritage signs around Perth to
highlight the quantity and quality of the City’s rich heritage of buildings created
over the last four centuries. The buildings, their design, their history and the
stories of those that designed and lived in them, are of interest to many visitors.
I am also encouraged to see groups of school children on conducted tours
around the City. Sandy Bremner continues promoting the existing plaques
around Perth. Visit the Trust’s website to learn about the range of plaques
erected over the years. If you know of other plaques not mentioned contact
Sandy at bremner1jg@btinternet.com.
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The Trust was instrumental in placing the new plaque in Rose Terrace which
was unveiled at the end of June by the Provost of the Council, recording the
period when Perth Academy was resident in the building from 1807 to 1932.
Following a review of the Perth Heritage Trust’s operations the Civic Trust and
the Gannochy Trust are no longer represented on the Heritage Trust’s Board.
This is to avoid potential conflicts of interests. We will, however, I hope, remain
partners in promoting the heritage of Perth.
To that end I encourage you to read this year’s Doors Open Days programme
taking place over three weekends once again. There is an exciting range
of types of buildings to visit from the site office of the Perth’s transport
infrastructure office, Perth College, Perth’s Churches, Buchan House, Behind
the Scenes at Perth Museum, the bells of St John’s Kirk and for something
completely different the Recycling Centre at the Friarton Depot. You’re spoilt
for choice on September 29th and 30th!
You may have read that The Leader of the Council has supported the Trust’s
endeavours to improve the buildings in Atholl Street and South Street. I was
delighted to know that the Perth YMCA gained planning consent for Affordable
Flats in the derelict St Andrew’s Church in Atholl Street. Progress is being
made to prepare the site for re-development. We continue to encourage the
removal of the shrubbery at roof top level across Perth. Hopefully a little
easier will be our campaign to make Perth’s pavements much safer to walk
on! I often wonder what the many visitors to Perth must think of our Road’s
Department as they leave our lovely City. Do write to your local Councillor to
broaden our appeal for flat pavement surfaces.

We keep in touch with developments at the City Hall. Together with James
Watt I met The Leader of the Council to discuss progress on developing the
heritage of Perth. You may have noticed the exploratory works that took place
in August, or perhaps you were able to attend the display in the City centre.
The plans are developing well for what will be an exciting venue. Still no news
on the Stone of Destiny but much of the interesting features of the City Hall
as so many remember them, are being retained. The funding of the project is
dependent on the Tay City Deal unless an alternative source of funds can be
identified. The Programme remains to be clarified but encouraging progress
is being achieved. At the meeting we suggested a grant from the Council to
encourage owners of buildings in Perth City centre to tidy and brighten up
the facades of the buildings in the main streets. While the Council has no
current plans to do so the Trust will keep promoting this proposal.
Last Autumn we joined with the Scottish Civic Trust in hosting a seminar on
the Past Present and Future of Perth City. This autumn we hope to hold a
seminar to discuss the future of retailing and how the City centre will look in
the years ahead. Further information will be available shortly.
Do keep in touch on the Trust’s website or by emailing me at chair@
perthcivictrust.org.uk

PLANNING
PKC’s Bicycling Master Plan
The purpose of the Masterplan is to coordinate current and future investment
in cycling infrastructure in Perth, with the aim of creating a coherent and
convenient cycle network, which will make cycling an attractive choice for
everyday journeys, to work, to school, to the shop or for leisure. The routes link
the peripheral areas on the outskirts of the City to the Centre. The Masterplan
can be viewed online, just search Perth Cycle Network masterplan. The
Trust supports this initiative.
The new plans for the site of the Waverley Hotel for a new Church alongside
the existing Church, which will be converted to a Church Hall for multiple
use, was approved on 15 August. Interestingly the conditions on the Planning
Consent require building to start by mid April 2019. The Trust supported the
revised plan believing the development will improve the entrance to the City

Hal o’ Wynd House

Centre down the Glasgow Road. Proposals for re-developing the Toll House
on the Dundee Road have been submitted for consent. While the Executive
Committee have reservations about access into the site off the Dundee Road,
it is encouraging to know that the building may be occupied soon.
The plans to redevelop the redundant Main building at Murray Royal
Hospital and new houses on the green space to the South of the building,
await further information from the developer before consideration by the
Planning Committee, probably before Christmas. Transport links on the
narrow Lochie Brae and the local road network constrain road use. The local
Community Council oppose the proposal as did Perth Civic Trust pending a
practical Transport Plan.
The Trust is concerned at the deterioration of the Hal o’ Wynd House. Facing
west onto a car park in Mill Wynd in Perth, Hal o’ the Wynd House is modest
harled mansion of five bays and three storeys which dates from the early 18th
century. It was restored 1980-1 and incorporated into the rear of the then
adjacent Clydesdale Bank. It features in the novel The Fair Maid of Perth by Sir
Walter Scott (1771 - 1832) and a plaque on the front of the building records
this fact. Hal o’ the Wynd was the nickname of Henry Gow, a fact-based burly
blacksmith and armourer who was the lover of the fictitious Catherine Glover

in Scott’s novel. The building deserves improved maintenance not least to
remove the shrubs at roof top level.
Watch this space as they say.
Hal o’ the Wynd House looks over the car park towards Thimble Row where
a development of shops, a new cinema, a gym, student accommodation and
a carpark has been talked of as part of £30 million development. No news has
been made available since the report to the Planning Committee in January
2015 although ground conditions were tested earlier this year. Better news is
the attractive redevelopment of the Retail Park with new tenants starting to
occupy the new buildings.
If anyone wishes to make a comment on any proposed development you
know please contact the Trust Chairman on chair@perthcivictrust.org.uk or
planning@perthcivictrust.org.uk

THE SCOTTISH CIVIC
TRUST
Earlier this year the Scottish Civic Trust
appointed Dr Susan O’Connor as
Director. Susan invited Civic Societies
to join her at meetings in Edinburgh
to hear their views on the role of Civic
Trusts going forward. Sandy Bremner
and David MacLehose attended these
meetings. Perth Civic Trust has enjoyed
good relations with the Scottish Civic
Trust in recent years, so David asked
Susan her views on the Scottish Civic
Trust.

Dr Susan O’Connor

What attracted you to take up your position at the Scottish Civic Trust?
I’ve worked in heritage for my entire career, but for the most part as a
construction project manager. I’m a pretty ordered person who likes to plan,
so it suited me very well. My last job was for the Prince’s Regeneration Trust

however, where part of my role was to mentor community groups who were
looking to run their own projects. It was hugely rewarding and a wonderful
introduction into the world of civic amenity groups. When the job as Director
of SCT came up, it seemed like the logical next step for me and I’m loving
every minute of it.
The future of all Civic Societies must benefit younger people. Many
charities struggle to attract younger people especially those with families.
What advice can you offer Civic Trusts in Scotland to encourage young
people to join Civic Trust activities. Should Trusts work with schools?
I’ve just finished carrying out a consultation exercise for SCT amongst our
members, and my conclusion is that while it’s great to engage with school
age children, it’s usually too early to get them actively involved. My advice is
to target architecture students and architectural practices with younger staff
in your area: they already have a vested interest in the built environment, and
if they work locally, they’re likely to live locally as well. They’ll be able to come
up with ideas for activities that will attract more family participation.
At the recent discussions with Civic Trusts you suggested that Civic
Societies should look beyond heritage buildings. For many visitors
heritage buildings are a key attraction as are cultural activities. Where
else should Civic Trusts be active to ensure local places/cities become
lively environments that draw people to them.
I think heritage structures are incredibly important at creating a sense of place,
but I would never dismiss the power of good modern architecture to enhance
a historic setting and add a new element of interest. To make places lively,
Civic Trusts should put pressure on their local authority to open up vacant
shops for Meanwhile Uses to kickstart activity on the High Street and should
look at examples of what’s happening in other areas. Ayr’s annual Day o’ The
Deid is a great example, and one we’ll be touching on at our conference on
the High Street in November. The joint conference is 7 November in Glasgow
with details still to be confirmed: www.ahss.org.uk/events/ahss-scottish-civictrust-joint-conference/
Looking forward Perth Civic Trust has suggested to SCT that Perth will be

an ideal venue for a Civic Connections seminar. The planning is only at
early stages, but the theme will be ‘Getting Young People into Heritage’
probably to be held in March 2019. Again, further details will be available
so watch this space.

PLAQUES ABOUT PERTH CITY

Sandy Bremner

In the spring of 2017 Marjorie Howat suggested that a previous attempt to
establish a register of every historic plaque and war memorial in Perth should
be resurrected.
It is unfortunate, to say the least, that most of the history of Perth has been
reduced to a series of “here once stood” plaques. When I began to tabulate
these plaques I was amazed at just how numerous they were and the span of
time they covered. The earliest event, I have listed, is on a plaque recording
the dedication of St. Johns Kirk following a grant from David I in 1126. The
most recent was the plaque unveiled by Provost Councillor Dennis Melloy on
the 27th June this year at the Old Academy building on Rose Terrace.
Since the beginning of this project a total of 104 plaques have been identified
with new ones continually coming to light. It is the intention to photograph each
one. We now have the web site where details of the plaques are displayed.
This allows me to seek help from the membership. If anyone could provide
details of further plaques I have not identified, could they let me have details
to add to the list, even better, if they could enclose a photo this would be a
great help. The aim is as I say to have a photographic record of all the plaques
and since my own photographic skills are strictly limited, I would welcome
help from any member who could assist me in this task.
Three classes of plaques are giving me some difficulty. The first group is
where the wording has been painted over, making it almost impossible to
read. An example is the Bow-butts and Amphitheatre plaque at Dewar’s
corner at the Riggs Road, Glasgow Road roundabout. I demonstrate this with
the first photograph. As you can see the lettering is no longer clear to read

and as such would be illegible
to all but the most determined
reader.

Photo 1

Photo 2

The Second class is where
stone engravings have so
weathered as to be almost
obliterated, an example being
the Walter Scott Monument on
the South Inch. The second
photograph which appears
to show nothing gives a clear
indication of just how eroded
the inscription is.
The third class is where
previously known plaques
have been removed, examples
are Kinnoull Castle and further
Bow-butts on the South Inch.
If I could get help on any of
the above it would be much
appreciated. I will raise the
issues of these classes at the
next committee meeting to
seek help to improve matters.

This is all work in progress, so if anyone spots an error in the work please let
me know, the aim is to have a full and accurate record.
Finally if any member can think of a plaque or tablet which ought to be erected
to mark a moment of note or perhaps a memorial to a famous figure it might
be interesting to consider whether such a memorial might be erected.
At this point may I say I do not have the skill to put the list and photos on the
web – for this we are indebted to Tricia.

TREASURER

Sue Hendry

Funds are still healthy and I am chasing up a small number which are unpaid
for one reason or another.

PERTH & KINROSS HERITAGE TRUST

Sue Hendry

As usual the Trust has been very busy and there have been significant changes
in our set up as David mentioned. We have appointed 6 new Trustees all with
different backgrounds and experiences and which we hope will help enhance
the work the Trust does. One of them, Colin Longhorn, has been appointed
Treasurer of the Trust and we currently have a Management Accountant
working 1 day a week.
After 4 successful years the Tay Landscape Partnership has sadly come to an
end with all the staff employed by the Partnership having now left. Work has
been done on the legacy the Partnership has left and maintenance schemes
are in place for the next 10 years.
Once again Gavin Lindsay, our Outreach Officer, has had a very busy time
putting the programme for Doors Open Day this month. This is now available
and once again there are opportunities over three weekends this year with
Open Doors in Highland & Eastern Perthshire 15th and 16th September,
Strathearn & Kinross-shire 22nd and 23rd September, and Perth City on
29th and 30th September. There is also an Archaeology Project up at King’s
Seat, Dunkeld from 4th to 15th September with guided tours. We are also
participating in a Traditional Building Skills Roadshow in King Edward Street
on 24th and 25th of September.
We were delighted when the City Heritage Fund was awarded a third tranche
of funding from Historic Environment Scotland. It was particularly pleasing
when a number of Trustees from HES plus Alex Paterson, their Chief Executive,
visited us in March and we were able to give them a presentation on the work
the Trust does and then take them round the city showing buildings where
work had been done using the City Heritage Fund.

OUTINGS and WALKS

Marjory Howat

Thursday 27th September

Outing to
Dovecot Tapestry
Studio
If it is difficult to find a use
for a redundant church, it
must also be a problem to
find a use for redundant
swimming baths, but this
has happened in Infirmary
Dovecot Studios
Street, Edinburgh. The
premises are now the Dovecot Tapestry Studio, and we will go there on
Thursday 27th September with the coach leaving Broxden Park & Ride at
10.00am.
We will have tea/coffee on arrival and an introduction to the transformation
project. The viewing gallery is open
to the public and it is possible to see
the weavers at work as well as looking
at information panels. Some of the
tapestries in St John’s Kirk have links
with those in the Dovecot Studio.
The cost will be £15 a head.
You will be left to your own devices
for lunch, but there are several eating
places nearby, including the Bistro
at the Royal Scottish Museum in
Chamber Street.
There is a separate exhibition at the
Tapestry Studio - Liberty, Art Fabrics
and Fashions. The group would get a
reduced price of £7. If you would like
to see this, please bring the cash with
you and we will organise tickets on
the day.

Tapestry in St John’s Kirk.
Commissioned by the 51st Highland
Division Veterans Association. Woven in
the Dovecot Studios.

Sunday 14th October

Guided Walk around Perth
Sometimes the features which make a place interesting are apparently
insignificant, but when combined, help to create character and interest.
There will be a walk lasting about 1 hour on Sunday 14th October at 2.00pm
meeting at the Old Academy in Rose Terrace.
I look forward to seeing you then.

VISIT TO
ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS

Mary & Brian Fitzpatrick

The bus journey to Edinburgh was an opportunity for some of us to appreciate
the recently opened Queensferry Crossing road bridge for the first time. The
triple towered cable-stayed bridge was an impressive sight aided by the
sunshine on the cable structures. Noteworthy – the Bridge Project Director
was David Climie a former pupil of Perth Academy.
On arrival at the Gardens we were directed to the Botanic Cottage where, after
a quick tea break, we went upstairs for a most informative and illustrative talk
by two very enthusiastic experts. They described the stone by stone flitting of
the derelict 250 year old Cottage from its original location down in Leith Walk
to its new home in the Gardens. It was completely restored and opened to the
public a couple of years previously. What a transformation!
It now serves as a community and education centre. In fact on our way back
down for lunch we had to pass through a very busy kitchen area. There it
seemed as if we had come upon a stage set for a 19th century Great British
Bake Off competition.
Post lunch the warm weather allowed us to explore the gardens at length via
the numerous paths linking the West and East Gates. What a pleasure to see
that all the trees and plants were named along with their country of origin. As
nearly all the trees had yet to shed their autumn leaves the pathways were clear
of debris. Because of the on-going maintenance work on the Glasshouses,

VISIT TO ROYAL BOTANIC GARDENS

including the external glass panels, public access was not available but really
who cared when there were so many other garden attractions to see. Also it
gives a reason for another visit!
Finally, before boarding the bus for the return journey, the Botanic Garden
shop was tempting enough to buy Christmas presents there and then!
Thanks to Marjory and Sue for ensuring the whole day was flawless and
certainly one for the memory box.
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