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CHAIRMAN’S LETTER
David MacLehose
Welcome to the Summer Newsletter
of Perth Civic Trust in this our 50th
Anniversary. It is a step up from our
normal Newsletter which is a suitable
birthday celebration – I hope you agree.
This has only been possible with the
generous support of our sponsors as
listed below.
Thank all of you who attended the AGM
on June 16th. It was a good meeting
when the Constitution of the Trust
entered the 21st century. Thank you for
endorsing your Committee’s proposal.
Following the meeting the Conversation
Unwanted greenery on Perth’s buildings
led by Charles Kinnoull Chairman of
the Board and Chief Executive Helen Smout, explored the aspirations for
the proposed Arts centre in the soon to be revamped City Hall. Once the
Architects are appointed, real progress on the design will commence. The
Trust supports the project and will keep an interested eye on the development
until the opening in 2021.
We continue to hope that the optimism emanating from the proposers of the
Tay City Deal will be realised. This combination of funds from the Westminster
and Holyrood Governments will hopefully underpin the four Councils’
infrastructure plans including important projects in Perth.
The aspiration to become the 2021 UK City of Culture has sadly not seen
Perth advance to the final quartet. A huge amount of work, with inspiration
and support from across Perth & Kinross, went into the application. The
competition was stiff. Winning the title was only a means to an end and
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for a mere twelve months. Perth’s ambitions are for the long term. The
Trust will encourage the Council to continue creating Perth’s Cultural
strengths to be a vibrant and attractive destination for visitors. The
Council cannot achieve all that is required without the backing of many
organisations and people. The Perth Civic Trust will play its full part. Of
course, big buildings and grand ideas will be fine monuments offering
appealing and colourful exhibitions and community activities. However
the smaller aspects of our City are equally important. The Trust will urge
the Council to maintain the buildings and pavements, the River which will
feature more in the years ahead, and the greenery at the chimney heads.
We continue to monitor the planning applications in and around the City.
Tony Simpson the Trust’s Convener of Planning, describes the Trust’s current
interests in his report for this Newsletter. We are reviewing the impact of the
proposed residential developments on the future of Perth centre and how
the retail life in town can remain viable and attractive. I hope a full report will
be included in the next Newsletter. It is not all despondent on the retail front.
Joules has moved into the two-storey shop long occupied by Austin Reed.
All the arch spaces in the Princes Street are now occupied and the agents
have confirmed that the Administrator has at last accepted an offer for the
McEwans building in St John Street. With new occupiers, whoever they are, at
last energy and activity can return to this important area of Perth’s retail centre.
ANNIVERSARY EVENTS THIS AUTUMN FOR US TO ENJOY
The Committee has put together what I hope will be an interesting programme
of Autumn events which I happily commend. Former Committee member
Norman Renfrew has suggested a walk around the City centre remembering
how some buildings have changed over the last fifty years reflecting economic
shifts. This walk on Saturday 2nd September is led by Norman Watson a
respected journalist and historian at the Courier.
The visit to see the Cottage at the Royal Botanic Gardens is an example
of moving a building and in doing so telling the story of the beginning of
the Garden and the importance of plants to our well being. The story of the
challenge of moving the Cottage will be described by the Project Manager.
Marjory Howat will lead this trip on Friday 29th September and has described
it in this Newsletter.
A tour around the old Caledonian School following the conversion to affordable
homes is being led by Caledonia Housing Association on Thursday 12th
October. This is an excellent re-use of this important but redundant building.
A key event to high light the joint anniversaries of Perth Civic Trust and the
Enjoy a meal out with friends at Pig’halle Brasserie in South Street or
Duo Restaurant in Princes Street – a delicious meal for any occasion
by booking Pig’halle on 01738 248784 or Duo on 01738 628152

Scottish Civic Trust will be celebrated through an evening Seminar ‘Perth’s
Past, Present and Future’. The event on Thursday 26th October features key
speakers and finish by reflecting on the future of retailing in Perth. This will
be an important evening for all Trust members not to mention the economic
future of Perth.
We round off the programme with a pre Christmas Reception hosted by the
Provost of Perth & Kinross Council on Friday 24th November in the Civic Hall
in the refurbished Council Building. For details see Dates for your Diaries at
the end of the newsletter.
It is very encouraging to hear that greater opportunities are being organised
by Perth & Kinross Heritage Trust to visit more properties under the Doors
Open Day programme.
Although not in Perth, I can heartedly recommend a visit to Falkland House –
now a privately run school. It is open as part of the Falkland Craft Symposium
http://www.centreforstewardship.org.uk/craft-symposium/
PLAQUES ABOUT PERTH CITY DO WE KNOW THEM ALL?
The Executive Committee is concerned that the various heritage signs and
plaques in Perth no longer do justice to the City’s heritage. We plan to
encourage a revamp of as many as possible provided funds can be made
available from grants from public funds. This review is being led by past
Chairmen Sandy Bremner and Marjory Howat. A schedule of the signs and
plaques that Sandy and Marjory have identified is on the Trust’s website. They
will welcome ideas of other plaques you know of which should be recorded by
sending them to Marjory Howat, 44 Craigie Road Perth PH2 0BH or by emailing
marjoryhowat@gmail.com
The plaques record an
impressive
range
of
important buildings and
activities
across
Perth
which are certainly worth
maintaining. Please help
your Trust to play its part in
ensuring the City’s history
continues to be told. The
Trust was asked to arrange
a plaque to be placed on
the Rose Terrace site of
the former Perth Academy.
We hope that this will be
unveiled in October.

Interesting information – difficult to read

INVOLVING YOUNG PEOPLE IN PERTH’S HERITAGE
Your Committee is keen to ensure that younger generations know more
about the Perth’s heritage and Perth Civic Trust. We therefore promoted the
programme of guided walks with Oakbank Primary school described by one
participant as ‘It was brilliant’. We have continued this theme by part funding
the Young Architects Summer School run by Culture Perth and Kinross. We
hope to expand our support through more guided walks next year if we can
increase our number of guides. If you are interested in helping please contact
Sue Hendry on 01738 627620.
Please use the Trust Website www.perthcivictrust.org.uk. The website is now
operational so if you can please refer to this website for update news of the
Trust’s activities.
Perth Civic Trust is celebrating its first fifty years with a range of activities. I hope
that you will be able to join in all or some of these events. I encourage you to
reciprocate the support of our sponsors by visiting them or using their services.
Enjoy the Autumn visits and talks!

PLANNING

Tony Simpson

Unlike in previous newsletters we will be looking at the large scale
developments around Perth in particular to the east of the Tay. This area
gives a good representation of all the developments around Perth and we
would like know your views on the large scale planning applications on the
outskirts of our city.
The following are some
urban planning features I
think should be included in
planning applications:

Bridgend Traffic all choked up

If you have a wall to decorate or advice of what picture to acquire
visit Frames Gallery in Victoria Street for the very best choice of
paintings or prints to hang call 01738 631085

 affordable homes
 Good orientation and layout
 Outdoor living space. (good size Gardens)
 Good social facilities (Schools, doctors, dentists etc.)
 Good indoor and outdoor recreation facilities.
 Good transport links into and out of the city.
 Dedicated footpaths and cycle ways into and out of the city.
 Good open space landscaping.
 Sympathetic approach to the overall landscape of the area.
If you have any concerns let any member of the PCT committee know, so we
can make representations to the appropriate bodies.
Murray Royal Hospital
Consultation has taken place by the developers of the Murray Royal Hospital
after which they will be applying for full and outline planning permission for
their site. The developers have previous
experience in similar developments in the
Borders.
The full planning permission is for turning
the main building into to 48 flats and Elcho
and Birnam Villas into 10 flats (The chapel
will be management offices)
The outline planning permission will be for
three housing zones with the demolition of
all the old buildings.
Note the foot path to the east of the site is
within their grounds.
The increased traffic movement must
adversely affect the flow to and along the
A93, A94, Queens Bridge and Smeaton’s
Bridge and the narrow roads leading to
Murray Royal Hospital Chapel
Bridgend and Dundee Road.
B Listed

Renew happy memories of visits to Italy by spending time over
a leisurely pasta or more at Grand Italia in George Street.
Book on 01738 626016

The Gannochy Estate
The Gannochy trust is planning to build forty eight affordable homes to the
east of their current housing, the new housing is designed to complement
their current housing stock.
The new housing will follow the design pattern of the existing housing area
with the same orientation.
The increased traffic movement will increase the flow to and along the A93,
A94, Queens Bridge and Smeatons Bridge.
Perth Airport
Scale, design and layout –the Indicative Landscaping Scheme indicates
a split of the site into 50% housing, including some open space, and 50%
employment. The adjoining development in the Airport is mainly residential,
there will be an area of open space between the new housing and Airport,
their plan is to position the employment on the outside of the residential site.
Visual impact of the development – Given the generally flat landscape, the
development on this site will be visible from the A94 and, to a lesser extent,
from other minor roads and core paths.
North Scone
The site is located on the northern settlement edge of Scone. Perth Airport lies
to the northeast, Scone Palace to the west, and Perth lies approximately 3 km
to the southwest.
 700 homes with a mix and range of housing types;
 25%, that is 175, affordable houses;
 Land reserved for a potential new primary school;
 Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems and improvements to localised
drainage issues.
 New open space: civic, formal and informal, recreational areas and
play areas;
 New tree planting;
 New footpaths and cycle paths integrated with existing routes;
 The facilitation of the easterly part of the Cross Tay Link Road;
For planning and a valuation of any property including
compulsory home reports visit Graham & Sibbald at 3 Charlotte Street
or call Keith on 01738 445733 of how they can assist.

Cross Tay Link Road
 Phase 2 of the Perth Transport Futures Project is a new road linking
the A9 to the A93 and A94. This phase provides the third crossing
over the River Tay and link road to the north of Scone.
 The Design Manual for Roads and Bridges Stage 2 Report for the
Cross Tay Link Road is complete and the preferred alignment was
approved at a Council meeting on 14 December 2016.
 The project is currently programmed to be complete by late 2022 or
early 2023.
The new developments are as important to the PCT as the historical
urban landscape please let us know your views.

Murray Royal Original Hospital A listed

TREASURER

Sue Hendry
Funds are still healthy and subscriptions are coming in. Many thanks to all
of you who pay by Standing Order – by far the vast majority of you. It makes
things easier for me and for you rather than having to send out reminders etc.

Thinking of upgrading your kitchen or bathroom? Drop into Trends at
10 High Street to see their range of work tops and much more, you will be
surprised how easy it can be achieved. Call Robert or Ruth on 01738 479765

SEPTEMBER OUTING

Marjory Howat
Our outing this year, on
September 29th, is to see
a cottage in Edinburgh
- a very special cottage
at the Royal Edinburgh
Botanic Garden.

Before moving to its
present site at Inverleith
in 1820, the Garden was
situated on what is now
Leith Walk. At the entrance
was a two-storey cottage
(designed
by
John
Adam, brother of Robert)
with accommodation for
The Cottage – certainly worth a visit
the head gardener and
a teaching room where John Hope would teach botany to medical students.
While the Garden moved, the Botanic Cottage remained, its original function
unrecognised by most people, until 2007 when it was set to be demolished.
Through the efforts of many people, the Cottage was saved and moved stone
by stone, to be reconstructed in the present Botanic Garden. Not only has a
significant building been saved, it has found a new use as a community and
education hub.
We will hear about this project on our visit. There is space for us to have lunch
in the attached Garden Room, so bring your sandwiches. I will make sure we
have the wherewithal to make tea/coffee.
After the visit to the Cottage, there will be time to explore the garden, visit the
glasshouses (an entry charge for this unless you are a Friend), or go to the
shop and exhibition area. There is a lift in the Cottage for anyone unable to
cope with the stair. It is also possible to book a wheelchair at the Garden and
anyone wishing to do this should make the arrangement directly, in advance.
The cost of the outing will be £16 which covers the coach and a donation to
the Botanic Garden. We have booked a 29 seater coach, so let’s see if we can
fill it. We leave Broxden Park and Ride at 10.00am on Friday 29th September,
and will be back in Perth by about 4.30pm. If the coach is full by the time we
receive your application we will let you know.
Tickets will be issued to those participating in this outing.
For professional advice on selling or buying a property
call Ballantynes Chartered Surveyors in 28 York Place
and speak to Carole on 01738 441825 to hear how they can assist.

SCHOOLS WALKS

Marjory Howat

“IT WAS BRILLIANT!”
Our previous attempts to engage with young people were not a huge success
(apart from Rhoda Fothergill’s work with her pupils), but earlier this year we
were part of a scheme to help P.7 pupils from Oakbank School learn a bit about
their home town. There were 60 children, and meeting at 10am, half of them
stayed with the Outreach Staff at the Museum and half came with PCT guides.
I had recruited helpers so each guide had 10 pupils - a manageable number
for following a route round the town. We had been asked to organise a walk
on successive weeks on mediaeval Perth, Victorian Perth, and modern Perth,
each one to last about two hours. After a short break for lunch, the groups
changed over and we set off with those who had been in the Museum in the
morning. The pupils were well prepared and came equipped with notebooks
to jot down significant details and they were accompanied by staff and parent
helpers.
“It didn’t feel like a school trip. It was fun and we were treated like adults as we
were given freedom to ask questions, have conversations, and learn about our
home town.”
For mediaeval Perth, we pointed out the early boundaries of Perth and got
them to think about what it
was like when there were
no bridges for crossing
the river. Closes and
vennels were explored
and the significance of the
Lade as a power source
was explained. A visit to
Greyfriars Churchyard gave
them the chance to see
early gravestones.
“The guides were really
knowledgeable and knew
a lot about the things we
saw.”

Understanding Greyfriars Cemetery

For photographic equipment or to print your own photos
or even a passport photo – visit JRS Photography at 42 Scott Street
or call Alastair or Susan on 01738 633500

The route for Victorian Perth started by going through the Royal George Hotel
to see the carved coat of arms which explains how it changed from being the
George Inn to having a more prestigious title. A highlight was going over the
Railway Bridge and down on to the Island to look at the allotments to explain
the need for people to have space to grow food.
“This was one of my favourite trips. It was a lot of fun and I learned new things
about Perth.”
Modern Perth posed a problem. It was difficult to work out a route which
included the examples we thought they should see. We did explore the
flood defences, public art, the Concert Hall and Gillies shop, explaining how
technology influences the design and appearance of buildings.
“My favourite bit was being given a chance to see more of my town.” “It was
one of my favourite trips. It was a lot of fun and I learned new things. I was able
to share it with my family and even they didn’t know some of the facts.”
It was an enjoyable experience going round Perth with the pupils, who all
behaved well. I am grateful to my fellow guides - Rita Hartley, Gordon Hynd,
Margaret Boyd-Stroyan, John Kinloch, and our Chairman, David, who set it
all up.
My thanks also to Alison, Graeme, Jack, Hannah and Jamie for giving us such
encouraging feedback in their comments.

Thank you to
all our sponsors
who have joined
in celebrating
Perth Civic
Trust’s
Anniversary
Newsletter
For accommodation for family or friends at a top B&B in Perth
call Anne at Beechgrove Bed & Breakfast in Dundee Road
on 01738 636147 or contact enquiries@beechgroveperth.co.uk

PERTH & KINROSS HERITAGE TRUST

Sue Hendry

Not surprisingly the Trust is still very busy. Things are settling down now after
taking on the financial and secretarial services the Council used to provide
and we are pleased to have taken on a financial assistant one day a week.
This is the year of History, Heritage and Archaeology in Scotland and we have
a busy programme over 7 months with Excavations, Guided Walks, Skills
Workshops, Illustrated Talks and Exhibitions. We launched the programme
with a torchlit procession up Moncreiffe Hill and were delighted that over 130
people attended. Other events are getting well booked. Gavin Lindsay, our
new Outreach Officer, had a very busy time putting the programme together
and then worked on the Doors Open Day programme for September which
is now available and can be picked up at various places including Tourist
offices and museums. There are opportunities over three weekends this
year with Open Doors in Kinross-shire & Strathearn 2nd and 3rd September,
Highlands & Eastern Perthshire 9th and 10th September, and Perth City on
16th and 17th September.
The City Heritage Fund is still busy dealing with the continuous stream of
applications for grants. The major refurbishment on the corner of Hospital
Street and York Place is now finished and work has started at 31- 43 High
Street. We are shortly to be submitting our bid for a third tranche of funding.
The Tay Landscape Partnership is particularly busy at the moment. We had
a very successful event in June when Prince Edward launched the skiff, The
Silvery Pearl, built by pupils of Perth High School. Benches and interpretation
boards are now in place by the Tay Reed Beds. The final Wee Big Dig at
Abernethy was most successful. We are delighted that we have now clocked
up over 2,000 volunteer days and thank all who have participated. There was
another Orchard Skills Workshop last month which was very well attended.
We were sorry to lose Lisa Sneddon who was our Learning and Interpretation
Officer but pleased to have been able to appoint Liz Ruth to take her place.

For more substantial alterations to your home a trip to MKM
in Glenearn Road will give you some great ideas and advice,
tools and materials. Call Malcolm on 01738 441825

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES
Saturday 2nd September, 2.30pm
Walk around Perth City Centre 50 years on led by Norman Watson. Meet at
the Albert statute on the North Inch and will finish at the Royal George Hotel
with tea for those who wish.
Friday 29th September
Outing to Edinburgh Botanic Garden
Thursday 12th October, 2.30pm
Tour of the Caledonian Primary School. Meet at the main gate in Alexandra
Street.
Thursday 26th October , 7.00pm
A joint seminar with the Scottish Civic Trust and Perth Civic Trust to consider
Perth’ Past, Present and Future to be Chaired by John Pelan, Director of the
Scottish Civic Trust.
The story of Perth’s Past will be covered by Dr David Munro, historian
and lecturer, past Director of the Royal Scottish Geographical Society and
contributor and editor to many geographical reference books including
Scotland’s Atlas and Gazetteer published in 1999 and past Chairman of
Kinross-shire Civic Trust.
Barbara Renton, the Director of the Environment Service for Perth & Kinross
Council, will outline Perth’s Present.
Professor Leigh Sparks, Professor of Retail Studies, Stirling University will
consider the Future of Perth City.
This takes place at the Royal George Hotel. Tea and coffee will be provided.
Friday November 24th November, 6.00pm
The Provost of Perth & Kinross, Councillor Dennis Melloy, is hosting a Civic
Reception in the Civic Hall in the Council Building in the High Street. This
generous gesture by the Council recognises the contribution the Civic Trust
has made to the heritage of Perth over fifty years.

www.perthcivictrust.org.uk
Registered Charity Number SC001531

